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September 15, 2021 

 

 

Dear West Deptford Families: 
 

With the school year now successfully underway, we wanted to take time to review some of the challenges our District is 

facing.  Below is a clarification of the safety protocols we are following with regard to the contact tracing and quarantining 

of staff and students. 

 
We are in our second successful week of instruction. We have already completed some contact tracing, and in some cases, 

we have had to quarantine members of our staff and student population. This will be an ongoing concern as long as contact 

tracing and subsequent quarantining of our school community is required. Please be assured that we are working tirelessly 

to minimize the impact of the rules related to exclusion. 

 
A close contact is defined as any person who is within six feet of an infected individual for more than 15 cumulative minutes 

during a 24-hour period. When it comes to our students, there is an exception. If students are fully masked and are within 

three to six feet of an infected person, they may not need to quarantine. As we have mentioned in the past, this change is 

impactful because it will help us keep our kids in school. Since our kids need to remove their masks to eat during the school 

day, our biggest challenge still remains keeping our students safe while they are unmasked. 

 
As all of our students have returned to the buildings, space is also an issue for us. Our ability to keep students six feet apart 

is not possible in many parts of the building.  In some cases, keeping students three feet apart is a challenge. We are doing 

our best to distance students as much as possible in order to keep them safe. 

 
We understand that getting a contact tracing phone call can be stressful. Our administrators and nurses have been working 

very hard to do the most detailed contact tracing they can. This has been a difficult task. Contact tracing is a tedious and 

time-consuming process and making phone calls to let parents know they need to quarantine is not an easy job. We are 

grateful for the difficult responsibility that our nurses and administrators continue to shoulder. We are all operating under a 

specific set of rules, and the District has the responsibility to enforce those rules for the safety and the well-being of everyone 

in our buildings. 

 
Lastly, it is important to note that every Thursday, the New Jersey Department of Health updates the COVID CALI Score 

by region. Gloucester County is in the Southwest Region, along with Salem and Camden Counties. The CALI score dictates 

what phase of the epidemic we are in and drives decision-making relative to the timetable for exclusion. Currently we are in 

the moderate (yellow) phase. This calls for a 10-day quarantine from the day of last exposure for a close contact, or 10 days 

from a positive test or onset of symptoms of a COVID-positive person. If we elevate to the high (orange) phase, it increases 

to 14 days for close contacts, but remains 10 days for COVID-positive persons. 

 

• Link to the NJDOH Guidelines updated on August 31, 2021. 

• Link to Frequently asked Questions from the District. 
 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1dxulan4pnl2fFWiQK9tPSaZgCN6TaRJ7lHA6A4pc_2c/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dxulan4pnl2fFWiQK9tPSaZgCN6TaRJ7lHA6A4pc_2c/edit
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We realize that many of us are COVID and contact tracing fatigued. I also realize that much of what I am sending has been 

communicated many times before. However, with so much going on, and recurring and frequent changes, we felt it important 

to forward this letter as a reference should you find yourself the recipient of a call from your child’s school. We appreciate 

you taking the time to read it and doing your part to assist us in keeping our kids and teachers in the classroom and engaged 

in in-person learning.  Again, if your student is sick, please keep her/him home.  

 
It is great to see our students and staff back in our schools.  We are all working hard to keep these learning environments 

healthy for our students, staff, and families. Please do not hesitate to email me or your child’s school with any questions or 

concerns. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Greg Cappello 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
 


